
  

Iamblichus, Protrepticus VI, 36.27-41.5 (Pistelli) 
Text and apparatus criticus, ed. DSH & MRJ 2013 August 21 

 
j / .  su&mmiktoi protropai\ pro&j te th_n praktikh_n kai\ 

politikh_n a)reth_n kai\ pro_j th_n th~j teleiote/raj 
kata_ nou~n sofi/aj kth~si/n te kai\ xrh~sin 

------------------------------------- [3.21-23] 
 
 

 e)pei\ de\ a)nqrw&poij dialego&meqa, a)ll' ou)xi\   36.27 
toi=j th_n qei/an moi=ran th~j zwh~j pro&xeiron e1xousi, dei=  
summignu&nai tai=j toiau&taij paraklh&sesi ta_j pro_j to_n 37.1 
politiko_n kai\ praktiko_n bi/on protropa&j. w{de ou}n 
le/gwmen: ta_ u(pokei/mena pro_j to_n bi/on h(mi=n, oi[on  37.3 
sw~ma kai\ peri\ to_ sw~ma, kaqa&per o1rgana& tina  
u(po&keitai, tou&twn d' e0piki/nduno&j e0stin h( xrh~sij, kai\   37.5 
ple/on qa&teron a)perga&zetai toi=j mh_ deo&ntwj au)toi=j  
xrwme/noij. dei= toi/nun o)re/gesqai th~j e0pisth&mhj kta~-  
sqai/ te au)th_n kai\ xrh~sqai au)th|~ proshko&ntwj, di' h{j   37.8 
pa&nta tau~ta eu} qhso&meqa filosofhte/on a1ra h(mi=n,  
ei0 me/llomen o)rqw~j politeu&sasqai kai\ to_n e9autw~n bi/on      politeu /sesqai  
dia&cein w)feli/mwj.       37.11 
-------------------------------- [36.27-37.11] 
37.2 bion kai praktikon L; {V} || 3-4 [oi[on sw~ma kai\ peri\ to_ sw~ma] Pistelli; oi[on <to_> sw~ma kai\ <ta_> 
Kiessling  || 10 politeu/sesqai Kiessling  || 11 wfelimeqa R (corrected R1, supra lineam) 
 

e1ti toi/nun a1llai me/n ei0sin ai9 37.11 
poiou~sai e3kaston tw~n e0n tw|~ bi/w| pleonekthma&twn e0pi-  
sth~mai, a1llai de\ ai9 xrw&menai tau&taij, kai\ a1llai me\n  37.13 
ai9 u(phretou~sai, e3terai de\ ai9 e0pita&ttousai, e0n ai[j e0stin 
w(j a2n h(gemonikwte/raij u(parxou&saij to_ kuri/wj o2n a)ga-   37.15 
qo&n. ei0 toi/nun mo&nh h( tou~ kri/nein e1xousa th_n o)rqo&- 
thta kai\ h( tw|~ lo&gw| xrwme/nh kai\ h( to_ o3lon a)gaqo_n   37.17 
qewrou~sa, h3tij e0sti\ filosofi/a, xrh~sqai pa~si kai\ e0pi- 
ta&ttein kata_ fu&sin du&natai, filosofhte/on e0k panto_j  
tro&pou, w(j mo&nhj filosofi/aj th_n o)rqh_n kri/sin kai\    37.20 
th_n a)nama&rthton e0pitaktikh_n fro&nhsin e0n e9auth|~ perie- 
xou&shj. e1ti toi/nun, e0pei\ ta_ dunata_ kai\ w)fe/lima pa&n-  
tej ai9rou&meqa, paradeikte/on w(j tw|~ filosofei=n a)m-   37.23 
fo&tera tau~ta u(pa&rxei, kai\ o3ti th_n xalepo&thta th~j 
kth&sewj u(podeeste/ran e1xei tou~ mege/qouj th~j w)felei/aj: 
ta_ ga_r r(a|&w pa&ntej h3dion ponou~men.    37.26 
---------------------------------- [37.11-26] 
37.13 tau/taij] tou/toij Kiessling || 17 [kai\] h( tw|~ lo/gw| xrwme/nh [kai\] h( V || 19-20 [filosofhte/on e0k 
panto_j tro&pou] Düring  || 20 <thj> filosofi/aj L || 20 kri/sin] xrhsin R || 23 paradeikte/on] para-
dekte/on Düring; a)podeikte/on Pistelli  || 23 to\] ti L || 26 ponou=men] poiou=men V, Arcerius, Flashar  
 

o3ti me\n ou}n ta_j  37.26 
peri\ tw~n dikai/wn kai\ tw~n sumfero&ntwn, e1ti de\ peri\     38.1 



  

fu&sew&j te kai\ th~j a1llhj a)lhqei/aj e0pisth&maj dunatoi\  
labei=n e0smen, r(a|&dion e0pidei=cai. a)ei\ ga_r gnwrimw&tera  38.3 
ta_ pro&tera tw~n u(ste/rwn kai\ ta_ belti/w th_n fu&sin 
tw~n xeiro&nwn: tw~n ga_r w(risme/nwn kai\ tetagme/nwn   38.5 
e0pisth&mh ma~llo&n e0stin h2 tw~n e0nanti/wn, e1ti de\ tw~n 
ai0ti/wn h2 tw~n a)pobaino&ntwn. e1sti d' w(risme/na kai\  
tetagme/na ta)gaqa_ tw~n kakw~n ma~llon, w3sper a1nqrw-  38.8 
poj e0pieikh_j a)nqrw&pou fau&lou: th_n au)th_n ga_r e1xein 
a)nagkai=on au)ta_ pro_j a1llhla diafora&n. ai1tia& te ma~l-  38.10 
lon ta_ pro&tera tw~n u(ste/rwn (e0kei/nwn ga_r a)nairou-  
me/nwn a)nairei=tai ta_ th_n ou)si/an e0c e0kei/nwn e1xonta,   38.12 
mh&kh me\n a)riqmw~n, e0pi/peda de\ mhkw~n, sterea_ de\ e0pi-  
pe/dwn), stoixei=a de\ tw~n o)nomazome/nwn sullabw~n.  38.14 
-------------------------------- [37.26-38.14] 
38.3 gnwrimotera L; gnwrimw&tera <a)mfo/tera> DCM 81.7  || 13 a)riqmw=n] stigmw=n Pistelli  ||  
14 [stoixei=a de\ tw=n o)nomazome/nwn sullabw=n] DCM 81.16; sullabai\ de\ tw=n o)nomazome/nwn 
stoixei/wn Kiessling  
 
 

     w3ste  38.14 
ei1per yuxh_ me\n sw&matoj a1meinon (a)rxikw&teron ga_r th_n    
fu&sin e0sti/), peri\ de\ sw~ma te/xnai kai\ fronh&seij ei0si\n 
i0atrikh& te kai\ gumnastikh& (tau&taj ga_r h(mei=j e0pisth&maj 38.17 
ti/qemen kai\ kekth~sqai/ tinaj au)ta&j famen), dh~lon o3ti  
kai\ peri\ yuxh_n kai\ ta_j yuxika\j a)reta&j e0sti/ tij e0pime/-  
leia kai\ te/xnh, kai\ dunatoi\ labei=n au)th&n e0smen, ei1per   38.20 
ge kai\ tw~n met' a)gnoi/aj plei/onoj kai\ gnw~nai xale- 
pwte/rwn.         38.22 
---------------------------------- [38.14-22] 
38.16 <to\> sw=ma L || 19 yuxika\j] yuxh=j RV  
 
 

o(moi/wj de\ kai\ tw~n peri\ fu&sewj: polu_ ga_r 38.22 
pro&teron a)nagkai=on tw~n ai0ti/wn kai\ tw~n stoixei/wn  
ei]nai fro&nhsin h2 tw~n u(ste/rwn. ou) ga_r tau~ta tw~n  39.1 
a1krwn ou)d' e0k tou&twn ta_ prw~ta pe/fuken, a)ll' e0c 
e0kei/nwn kai\ di' e0kei/nwn ta}lla gi/gnetai kai\ suni/sta-   39.3 
tai fanerw~j. ei1te ga_r pu~r ei1t' a)h_r ei1te a)riqmo_j ei1te  
a1llai tine\j fu&seij ai0ti/ai kai\ prw~tai tw~n a1llwn, a)du&-   39.5 
naton tw~n a1llwn ti gignw&skein e0kei/naj a)gnoou~ntaj:  
pw~j ga_r a1n tij h2 lo&gon gnwri/zoi sullaba_j a)gnow~n,  
h2 tau&taj e0pi/staito mhde\n tw~n stoixei/wn ei0dw&j;   39.8 
-------------------------------- [38.22-39.8] 
39.1 u(ste/rwn] a)pobaino/ntwn Gigon || 2 a1krwn] a)rxw=n Kiessling; prw/twn Pistelli ||  
3  <kai\> ta)=lla  DCM 81.23 || 5 prw=tai] pro/terai Richards 
 
 

  o(/ti me\n ou}n th~j a)lhqei/aj kai\ th~j peri\ yuxh_n   39.9 



  

a)reth~j e0stin e0pisth&mh kai\ dio&ti dunatoi\ labei=n au)ta&j    
e0smen, tau~ta h(mi=n ei0rh&sqw peri\ au)tw~n: o3ti de\ me/gisto&n  
e0sti tw~n a)gaqw~n kai\ pa&ntwn w)felimw&taton tw~n a1llwn,  39.12 
e0k tw~nde dh~lon. pa&ntej ga_r o(mologou~men o3ti dei= me\n  
to_n spoudaio&taton a1rxein kai\ to_n th_n fu&sin kra&tiston, 
to_n de\ no&mon a1rxonta kai\ ku&rion ei]nai mo&non: ou{toj   39.15 
de\ fro&nhsi/j tij kai\ lo&goj a)po_ fronh&sew&j e0stin. [16] e1ti 
de\ ti/j h(mi=n kanw_n h2 ti/j o3roj a)kribe/steroj tw~n a)ga- 
qw~n plh_n o( fro&nimoj; o3sa ga_r a2n ou{toj e3loito kata_   39.18 
th_n e0pisth&mhn ai9rou&menoj, tau~t' e0sti\n a)gaqa&, kai\       [kai \] 
kaka_ de\ ta_ e0nanti/a tou&toij. e0pei\ de\ pa&ntej ai9rou~ntai  39.20 
ma&lista ta_ kata_ ta_j oi0kei/aj e3ceij (to_ me\n ga_r dikai/wj 
zh~n o( di/kaioj, to_ de\ kata_ th_n a)ndrei/an o( th_n a)ndrei/an  39.22 
e1xwn, o( de\ sw&frwn to_ swfronei=n o(moi/wj), dh~lon o3ti 
kai\ to_ fronei=n o( fro&nimoj ai9rh&setai pa&ntwn ma&lista: 
tou~to ga_r e1rgon tau&thj th~j duna&mewj. w3ste fanero_n   39.25 
o3ti kata_ th_n kuriwta&thn kri/sin kra&tisto&n e0sti tw~n      
a)gaqw~n h( fro&nhsij.       40.1 
--------------------------------- [39.9-40.1] 
39.11 o3ti de\ <kai\> DCM 81.24  || 13 me\n] mh\ e(/na Allan  || 13-14 me\n to\n] to\n me\n Richards || 14 fu&sin] 
fro/nhsin Gigon || 17 a)kribe/steroj] a)kribe/statoj DCM 82.2 || 18-19 [kata_ th_n e0pisth&mhn 
ai9rou&menoj] DCM 82.3 || 19 [kai\] DCM 82.4  || 21 [ta\] DCM 82.5 || 24 kai\ <kata\> to\ fronei=n Monan  
 

ou) dh_ dei= feu&gein filosofi/an,  40.1 
ei1per e0sti\n h( me\n filosofi/a, kaqa&per oi0o&meqa, kth~si/j 
te kai\ xrh~sij sofi/aj, h( de\ sofi/a tw~n megi/stwn   40.3 
a)gaqw~n: ou)de\ dei= xrhma&twn me\n e3neka plei=n e0f' 
 9Hrakle/ouj sth&laj kai\ polla&kij kinduneu&ein, dia_ de\   40.5 
fro&nhsin mhde\n ponei=n mhde\ dapana~n. h} mh_n a)ndra-  
podw~de/j ge tou~ zh~n a)lla_ mh_ tou~ zh~n eu} gli/xesqai, 
kai\ tai=j tw~n pollw~n au)to_n a)kolouqei=n do&caij a)lla_   40.8 
mh_ tou_j pollou_j a)ciou~ntej au)tou~, kai\ ta_ me\n xrh&-      a)ciou =n tai =j au (tou =  
mata zhtei=n tw~n de\ kalw~n mhdemi/an e0pime/leian poi-    
ei=sqai topara&pan.        40.11 
----------------------------------- [40.1-11] 
40.4 [me\n] L; {V} || 6 dapana~n <ai)sxro/n e)sti> Arcerius || 9 a)ciou=ntej FLR: a)ciou=n tai=j F2 (in margin), 
L2

 (in margin); {V}  || 9 au0tou= FLR: au(tou= V  || 10 zhtei=n <e)pipo/nwj> Gigon 
 



  

 
kai\ peri\ me\n w)felei/aj kai\ mege/qouj tou~ pra&g-  40.12 

matoj i9kanw~j a)podedei=xqai nomi/zw, dio&ti de\ pollw|~  
r(a|&sth tw~n a1llwn a)gaqw~n h( kth~sij au)th~j, e0k tw~nde   40.14 
peisqei/h tij a1n. to_ ga_r mh&te misqou~ peri\ tw~n a)n-         para\  
qrw&pwn ginome/nou toi=j filosofou~si, di' o4n sunto&nwj  40.16 
ou3twj a2n diaponh&seian, polu& te proeme/nouj ei0j ta_j 
a1llaj te/xnaj o3mwj e0c o)li/gou xro&nou qe/ontaj parelh-  40.18 
luqe/nai tai=j a)kribei/aij, shmei=o&n moi dokei= th~j peri\ 
th_n filosofi/an ei]nai r(a|stw&nhj. e1ti de\ to_ pa&ntaj    40.20 
filoxwrei=n e0p' au)th|~ kai\ bou&lesqai sxola&zein a)fe-  
me/nouj tw~n a1llwn a(pa&ntwn, ou) mikro_n tekmh&rion o3ti   40.22 
meq' h(donh~j h( prosedrei/a gi/gnetai: ponei=n ga_r ou)dei\j  
e0qe/lei polu_n xro&non. pro_j de\ tou&toij h( xrh~sij plei=-  
ston diafe/rei pa&ntwn: ou)de\ ga_r de/ontai pro_j th_n    40.25 
e0rgasi/an o)rga&nwn ou)de\ to&pwn, a)ll' o3ph| tij a2n qh|~  
th~j oi0koume/nhj th_n dia&noian, o(moi/wj pantaxo&qen w3sper     41.1  
parou&shj a3ptetai th~j a)lhqei/aj. ou)kou~n a)pode/deiktai 
kai\ o3ti dunato_n kai\ dio&ti me/giston tw~n a)gaqw~n kai\   41.3 
kth&sasqai r(a|&dion h( filosofi/a, w3ste pa&ntwn e3neka 
proqu&mwj au)th~j a)ntilamba&nesqai a1cion.    41.5 
----------------------------------- [40.12-41.5] 
40.15 peisqei/h tij a)/n FR: peisqei tij a)/n V; peisqhei tij a)/n L; pe/peismai DCM 82.1  || 15 to\] ti V ||  
15 [mh/ ] te L (corrected supra lineam, unclear whether L1 or a later hand) || 15 peri\] para\ DCM 82.17, 
Scaliger  || 16 filosofoi=j DCM 82.18  || 17 te] ge Düring || 17 [ei)j] DCM 82.19 || 23-24 polu gar 
xronon oudeij ponein eqelei R || 41.4 pa&ntwn <tou/twn> e3neka Gigon || 4 filosofi/a] fro/nhsij  DCM 
83.5 



  

 
Editorial abbreviations, policies, conventions, and inspection notes 
(for chapter VI of the Protrepticus of Iamblichus) 
 
F = Florence, Bibl. Laurenziana, cod. 86.3, ff. 56a-57a 

L = Florence, Bibl. Laurenziana, cod. 86.29, ff. 106a-108a 
R = Ravenna, Bibl. Classense, cod. 381, ff. 13a-15a 
V = Vatican, Bibl. Apostolica, cod. Vat. gr. 1028, ff. 417b-418a 
DCM = overlapping text in Iamblichus, de Comm. Math. Sc. (ed. Festa) 
 
The main body of text is a literal transcription of F, without modification except for re-punctuation 
and re-accentuation; F either is or is closely related to the archetype of all surviving manuscripts. V 
is similarly closely related, but is illegible in portions of every page; when it cannot offer witness 
about an otherwise attested manuscript variant, this is represented as {V}; when V is not reported, 
its reading is the same as that of F. The only other 14th c. manuscript (besides F and V) is L, and its 
descendants form a family with genetic defects shared with their ancestor L; frequent gaps by 
homoioteleuton form an undeniable genetic fingerprint. The only other surviving MS outside this 
family is the later R (15th c.), which is free of these gaps. Every other MS is eliminated, as they all 
descend from the existing manuscript L and share its genetic defects.  

The apparatus is unselective; since it is not clear how FLVR are mutually related, all literal 
and legible variants are reported. Accents and punctuation marks were generally not collated, and 
are not reported unless they have been confirmed by collation; unaccentuated variants are normal. 

The apparatus is negative; unless a witness is reported as having a variant reading, or being 
not in a position to give witness, then its reading is the same as that of F.  

The apparatus is inclusive of all known conjectures, even those with no merit (in our view); 
these are usually passed over in the commentary with no discussion. 

The apparatus is laconic; generally the only information provided is the provenance of the 
reading or conjecture. Where more needs to be said, more is said in the commentary; and this is 
indicated by the sign ‘’ at the end of the apparatus entry. 

Where a correction to the reading of F is called for, in our judgment, whether on the basis 
of a variant reading or a marginal or interlinear correction or a scholarly conjecture, the 
presumptively archetypal reading of F is underlined in the text, and the recommended reading is 
placed in bold in the margin. All such cases are marked ‘’ and discussed in the commentary. 
 
[omission] W = witness W lacks the reading ‘omission’ 
varient X = witness X has the reading ‘varient’, in the evident place (in place of ‘variant’) 
changed] hanged X = witness X has the reading ‘hanged’, in place of ‘changed’ 
changed it <up> Y = witness Y adds the extra word ‘up’ after ‘changed it’ 
[changed it] W; hanged it X; changed it <up> Y; {V}  = as between the base reading, the 

omitted words in W, the variant in X, and the extra word in Y, V is unable to give 
witness (because it is damaged or otherwise illegible at this point); and see the  
commentary entry on this line for further information and discussion 

 
Inspections: F was collated in person by DSH in 2004 May/June and by MRJ on 2009 June 22; L was 

collated in person by DSH in 2004 May/June and on 2009 June 22; V was collated in person by DSH 
in 2004 May/June; R was collated in person by MRJ on 2009 July 1. 


