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The title Protrepticus occurs on all three of the ancient lists of Aristotle’s writings: the
list of titles in Greek by Diogenes Laertius (D); the list of titles in Greek appended to the
Vita Hesychii (H); and the list of titles in Arabic in Ptolemy al-Garib (A).

The title TTpOTPETTIKOS &, meaning “Protrepticus, one book” is the same on the
two Greek lists; the Arabic list conflates the Protrepticus and the On Philosophy and
erroneously reports the number of books of the latter work.

The Greek lists of Aristotle’s writings are ordered according to an editorial system
of dividing his philosophy, on the first level into “universal works”, “intermediate works”
and “particular works”; on a second level dividing “universal works” into “treatises” and
“notebooks”, and on a third level dividing “treatises” into “dialogues or exoterica” and
“works in propria persona”. There are further divisions of the “works in propria persona”
(instrumental, practical, productive, and theoretical works), but we need not go into
further detail because the Protrepticus is included among the “dialogues or exoterica”
section on the two ancient Greek lists. Here is a translation and text of the first 24 titles in
Diogenes Laertius’ list (5.22) of Aristotle’s works (5.22; the codes in parentheses give
equivalences on the other surviving lists).

D1. On Justice, 4 (H1; A4). TTepl &Kouoouvng aBys

D2. On Poets, 3 (H2; A7). TTept Tomntav o By

D3. On Philosophy, 3 (H3*; Alb). TTept prhocodias o By

D4. On the Statesman, 2 (H4*; A-). TTepl moAITIKOU o B

D5. On Rhetoric, or Grylus, 1 (H5*; A3). TTept pnTopikns 1 MpUAos o
D6. Nerinthus (H6; A-). Nnpivbos o

D7. Sophist, 1 (H8; A2). Zodiotns o

D8. Menexenus, 1 (H10; A-). MeveEevos o

D9. Eroticus, 1 (H12; A14). EpwTikos o

D10. Symposium, 1 (H-; A-). ZuuTociov o

D11. On Wealth, 1 (H7; A-). TTept mAouTou of

D12. Protrepticus, 1 (H14; Ala*). TTpoTpemTIKOS o

D13. On the Soul, 1 (H13; A-). TTepl Yuxhs o

D14. On Prayer, 1 (H9%*; A-). TTepl euxns o

D15. On Noble Birth, 1 (H11; A6). TTept euyevelas of

D16. On Pleasure, 1 (H15; Al17a). TTept ndovns o

D17. Alexander, or About Colonies, 1 (H22*; A-).  AAeéEavdpos 1) UTrep aTTolKwV of
D18. On Kingship, 1 (H16; A8*). TTepi BaoiAelos o

D19. On Education, 1 (H18%*; AS). TTept moudetos of

D20. On the Good, 3 (H20*; A9*). TTept Tayabou of By

D21. From the Laws of Plato, 3 (H23*; A18*?). To ek TV véumv TM\aTwvos o By
D22. From the Republic, 2 (H-; A16). To ex TT]S‘ TI'O)\ITEIO(S o B
D23. On Economics, 1 (H17; A-). <TTepi> OIKOVOUIO(S o

D24. On Friendship, 1 (H24*; A28*). TTept drhias of



Here are the first 24 titles on the list appended to the Vita Hesychii.

H1. On justice, 4 (D1; A4). TTept Sikatoouvns &

H2. On poets, 3 (D2; A7). TTept momtev o By’

H3. On philosophy, 3 (D3*; A1b*). TTept dprAocodias &

H4. Statesman, 1 (D4*; A-). TToAiTikov o

HS5. On statesman or Grylus, 3 (D5*; A3*?). TTept moAiTikis n M'pUAos v’

H6. Nerinthus, 1 (D6; A-). Nnpivbos o

H7. On Wealth, 1 (D11; A-). TTept ThouTtou o

HS8. Sophist, 1 (D7; A2). Zodiotns o

H9. On Prayer, 1 (D14*; A-). TTepl euxns o

H10. Menexenus, 1 (D8; A-). MeveEevos o

H11. On Noble Birth, 1 (D15; A6%). TTept euyevelas o

H12. Eroticus, 1 (D9; A14*)." EpwTikos o

H13. On the Soul, 1 (D13; A-). TTepi Yuxhs o

H14. Protrepticus, 1 (D12; Ala). TTpoTpemTIKOS

H15. On pleasure, 1 (D16; A17a*). TTep1 ndovns o

H16. On Kingship, 1 (D18; A8*). TTepi Baoilelas o

H17. Economics, 1 (D23; A-). OIKOVOUIKOV o

H18. On Education or Teaching, 1 (D19*; A5*). TTept modeias 1) TalSeUTIKOV o
H19. Of Syllogisms, 1 (D48; A-). ZUAAOYIOHWVY o

H20. On the Good, 1 (D20*; A9*). TTept ToU Tayabou o

H21. On principles, or On Nature, 1 (D41*; A-). TTept apxcdv I} TePl PpUoEWS o
H22. Alexander, or Concerning Colonies, 1 (D17*; A-). AAEEavSpos n UTTEP GTTOIKWV o
H23. From Plato’s Laws, 3 (D21*; A18*?). Ta &k Twv vouwv TTAatwvos o By’
H24. On Friendship, 3 (D24*; A28). TTept p1Aias o

Although these lists frequently disagree as to the title and lengths of different works,
Diogenes Laertius’ title 12 is identical to title 14 in the list of Aristotle’s works in the
Vita Hesychii (edition in During, Aristotle in the Ancient Biographical Tradition, 83).
Thus the earliest and the Greek evidence point to this title of Aristotle’s work:

Protrepticus, 1 book

TTPOTPETTIKOS &

Further evidence, should it be required, is that this is also the exact title that we should
expect from the direct references to the work in the commentators: ev TG TIPOTPETTIKE
(Alexander of Aphrodisias in Top. 149.13; Olympiodorus in Alciab. 144.15); also: £V TG
TTpoTPeMTIKE EMyeypauueve (Elias Proleg. 3.18); év Tvi TTIpOTPETTIKG oUTOU
ouyypauuaTt (David Proleg. 9.2). Further, all cognate titles by other writers from the
fourth century or earlier have the same title: TTpoTpemTiKOs (Antisthenes DL 6.1, Athen.
656f; Aristippus DL 2.85; Demetrios of Phaleron DL 5.81; Chamileon Athen. 184d;
Epicurus DL 10.28); cf. [Plato]: KAerTopcdv 1 mpoTpemTikos (DL 3.60); see Gigon,
283-4. The words Tov ApiotoTehous TTpoTpemTikov in the dedication attributed to
Teles preserved in Stobaeus (45.22 H) are due to local grammatical context.



The only alternative indication of the title and number of books is in the list of
Aristotle’s works in Ptolemy el-Garib,' Catalogue of Aristotle’s Writings, included in the
biography of Aristotle written by Ibn Abi Usaibia (1203-1270) in his Lives of the
Physicians (Uyiin ul-Anba fi abaqat ul-Aibba) (pub. 1245-1246), ed. August Miiller
(Konisberg, 1884). Here is an English translation, Latin translation (by Mauricio
Steinschneider in Rose, Berlin Aristotle volume 5, 1449-1473), [and Arabic text].

Work in which he exhorts to philosophy, 3 books.
In Greek entitled Protrepticus to Philosophy.

liber in quo exhortatus est ad philosophiam, tractatus 111
<et nominatur graece wtulkis fslitukis>

The reason for the difference in number of books from the other lists probably has to do
with a conflation of two titles: Protrepticus, On Philosophy. The latter is said to have
been in 3 books (cf. title 3 of Diogenes Laertius). Thus a reconstruction has been offered
by Moraux (Listes, 295) followed by Diiring (Biographical Tradition, 222), and Gigon
(Berlin v. 3, 39):

TTPOTPETTIKOS
Mept prhocodias y

Such a reconstruction of Ptolemy’s text that assumes there was confusion in the Arabic
translation between the titles of the TTpoTpemTikosand the TTept prhocodias y (thus
leaving the number of books for the Protrepticus unspecified but presumably 1). There is
no reason to suspect on the basis of the later Arabic list that Aristotle’s Protrepticus was
a multi-book work. Contextual evidence underscores the point: it is not until the third
century that there is any variation in the number of books and hence the syntax of
protreptic titles: TTpoTpemTikol (Cleanthes DL 7.175; Persaios DL 7.36; Poseidonius DL
7.91 and 129); TTpotpemTikdv B (Ariston of Chios DL 7.163); TTpoTpemTikol o  y
(Chrysippus SVF 3.69; 139; 753); TTept Tou mpoTpemeabat (Chrysippus SVF 3.167;
761).

' The exact identity of Ptolemy, to whom the third list is attributed by its Arab source, has not been
definitely established. It is possible that Diiring is right in identifying him as “an Alexandrian neoplatonist,
influenced by or belonging to lamblichus’ school (fourth century AD)”. Elias called him “Ptolemy
Philodelphus”; cf. Moraux, Listes, 289-309.



